Love each other
Free Burma Rangers Unite for freedom, justice and pe:

Forgive and don’t hate each othe
Pray with faith, act with courage

Never surrender

FBR REPORT: Families Flee as Attacks Continue;
Photo Essay

Western Karen State, Burma
26 February, 2010

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

e The Burma Army has continued their attacks in Ler Doh Township,
Nyaunglebin District, Karen State. Families continue to flee and over 2,000
people are in hiding and running out of food. Free Burma Ranger teams have
been to the area and have engaged in land mine clearing, medical relief, and
bringing help, hope, and love to the IDPs. Below are some of the photos
taken by these teams who are relaying them out.
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Burma Army attacks on Ler Doh Township



IDPs fleeing through the jungle



IDPs hiding in the jungle



IDPs in hiding



Villagers gathering rice



IDPs in hiding



Village burned by the Burma Army



Belongings destroyed by the Burma Army



Early Warning radio in action



Relief team member distributing relief supplies



Team member demines an area



Landmines removed from village (BA M14s)

From Earlier Report:
More than 2,100 newly displaced Karen villagers hide from Burma Army after attacks

Seven Burma Army battalions (Five as the assault element and two in support) attacked villagers
in Ler Doh township, Nyaunglebin District, Western Karen State, displacing over 2,100
villagers. The attacking battalions are advancing from three directions; north, west and east.

The first phase of this attack started in late January and resulted in the killing of 3 villagers, the
destruction and burning of 2 villages and the displacement of 1,000 people in Ler Doh and 1,000
in a different area of Hsaw Hti. (please see January reports at www.freeburmarangers.org). The
second phase of this attack started on February 5rh, is continuig today with 2,100 in hiding, 14



schools abandoned and 46 houses burned in the Toe Hta area, 28 houses in the Ka Di Mu Der
area , 30 houses in Hti Baw Hta, and earlier 11 houses burned in Kweh Der. Total houses
destroyed in these attacks is 125. Including farm huts and a clinic it is about 140 buildings
destroyed.

The Karen resisitance (National Liberation Army) are trying to protect the people from these
attacks and the Free Burma Ranger relief teams and others are providing humanitarian
assstiance. . At least two villagers have been shot dead by the Burma Army which does not
discriminate between combatants and civilians as it seeks to terrorize the Karen people. (See
three reports UPDATE OF BURMA ARMY ATTACKS, MURDERS, DISPLACEMENT AND
FORCED LABOR IN KAREN STATE, BURMA from January 21-31 .)

The FBR teams with the help of Partners are also bringing new medical supplies and are working
with township medics to help treat those who have fled. These people, unable to return to their
villages, now face life on the run and without sufficient food. They are also much more likely to
suffer from illnesses such as dysentery, acute respiratory infections and malaria. The IDPs are
trying to keep their children's education going, but 14 schools have been closed as a direct result
of these attacks. One clinic has also been burned to the ground by the Burma Army.

Seven battalions (each with about 130 men) from the Burma Army's Military Operation
Command 10, their command post being at Hti Baw Hta, Light Infantry Battalions 362 and 367,
Tactical Operation Command 3 of Military Operation Command 10 attacking from the north,
LIBs 361, 366 and 368 and troops from the Southern Command attacking from the west and east
are responsible for the attacks. The numbers of the two supporting battalions are not known yet.
They are using mortars and machine guns on the civilians in the area.

FBR teams saw Burma Army troops with villagers they were forcing to carry loads for them. In
every area here that the Burma Army controls, they force villagers to carry loads and work for
them. In spite of the threat of punishment of death, the villagers attempt to avoid this work and
actively support the resistance instead. But often they cannot avoid carrying loads for the Burma
Army occupying troops. 12 new FBR teams have joined the existing FBR teams in these areas
and are providing medical and other humanitarian assistance. Over 2000 patients have been
treated and over 100 loads of relief materials have been distributed by the new teams. There is
now a need for more medical supplies to help those displaced by the new attacks. (Thanks to
Partners Relief And Development (PRAD) and others who are sending more medical and food
support and thanks to PRAD and Genocide Intervention Network for help with the early warning
system of radios and other communications equipment that villagers use to warn each other and
better escape impeding attacks.)

Thank you and God bless you,
The Free Burma Rangers



The Free Burma Ranger’s (FBR) mission is to provide hope, help and love to internally displaced people inside Burma,
regardless of ethnicity or religion. Using a network of indigenous field teams, FBR reports on human rights abuses,
casualties and the humanitarian needs of people who are under the oppression of the Burma Army. FBR provides medical,
spiritual and educational resources for IDP communities as they struggle to survive Burmese military attacks.

For more information, please visit www.freeburmarangers.org
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